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HEADLINE:	  HEARING	  LOOPS	  

ANCHOR	  LEAD:	  NEW	  DEVICES	  BEING	  INSTALLED	  IN	  PUBLIC	  PLACES	  WILL	  HELP	  EVERYONE	  WHO	  
USES	  A	  HEARING	  AID,	  ELIZABETH	  TRACEY	  REPORTS	  

Good	  news	  for	  folks	  who	  use	  hearing	  aids!	  	  A	  technology	  known	  as	  hearing	  loops	  are	  being	  
installed	  in	  more	  and	  more	  places	  such	  as	  airports	  and	  theaters.	  	  Frank	  Lin,	  an	  otolarygologist	  at	  
Johns	  Hopkins	  and	  a	  proponent	  of	  hearing	  loop	  installation	  nationally,	  describes	  how	  they	  work	  
and	  why	  they’re	  so	  important.	  

LIN:	  	  If	  you	  have	  hearing	  aids	  and	  you	  go	  into	  let’s	  say	  a	  crowded	  movie	  theater,	  there	  are	  
technologies	  now	  that	  rely	  the	  sound	  directly	  to	  your	  hearing	  aid,	  because	  if	  you	  cut	  out	  all	  the	  
background	  noise	  people	  hear	  really	  well	  with	  hearing	  aids.	  	  I	  think	  the	  bigger	  thing	  is	  that	  
because	  hearing	  loss	  is	  so	  common,	  I	  think	  there’s	  very	  much	  this	  perception	  in	  society	  and	  
even	  among	  medical	  people	  that	  hearing	  loss	  is	  inevitable	  and	  hence	  must	  be	  inconsequential,	  
when	  increasingly	  we’re	  finding	  out	  that	  hearing	  loss	  is	  actually	  causally	  associated	  with	  the	  risk	  
of	  developing	  dementia,	  poorer	  thinking	  and	  memory,	  and	  even	  poorer	  physical	  functioning	  
like	  your	  risk	  of	  having	  falls	  over	  time.	  	  	  :33	  

Signage	  with	  a	  hearing	  icon	  indicates	  the	  presence	  of	  hearing	  loops.	  	  At	  Johns	  Hopkins,	  I’m	  
Elizabeth	  Tracey.	  

	  


